Muslim cleric endorses website that suggests some rape victims are guilty

Women are guilty if they provoke sex attacks by behaving or dressing immodestly
OutRage! press release, 10 July 2004

"Dr Al-Qaradawi is the chief scholar on a website that appears to blame women who are raped for provoking the sexual assault if they behave or dress immodestly, suggesting they are guilty and, by implication, that they should be punished, together with the rapist." said Peter Tatchell of the gay rights group OutRage!.

On the IslamOnline website section, "Ask about Islam", it says:

QUESTION:
Are raped women punished in Islam?

ANSWER:
To be absolved from guilt, the raped woman must have shown some sort of good conduct ... [Islam] addresses women to maintain their modesty, as not to open the door for evils...


[The Qur'an] calls upon Muslim women in general to preserve their dignity and modesty, just to save themselves from any harassment...


So, for a rape victim to be absolved from guilt, she must not be the one that opens ... her dignity for deflowering.

Full answer at:
www.islamonline.net/askaboutislam/display.asp?hquestionID=2681


“Dr Al-Qaradawi supervises the IslamOnline website which endorses the ‘burning and stoning’ of homosexuals,” Mr Tatchell added.


"Giving a platform to Dr Al-Qaradawi is an insult to women, Jewish and gay people. His website endorses wife beating, blames rape victims who are not sufficiently modest, says women should be forced to wear the hijab, and sanctions the burning and stoning of homosexuals."
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"Ken Livingstone would not give a platform to the BNP. Dr Al-Qaradawi is even more extreme. He's an apologist for violence against women, Jews and gay people," says OutRage! protest co-ordinator, Brett Lock.


"While we condemn Islamophobia, we also condemn the homophobia of Islamic fundamentalists. The Muslim and Gay communities should work together to combat prejudice in all its forms."


Dr Al-Qaradawi is the chief scholar of the website IslamOnline, and leader of the group of panellists who provide answers online to questions posed by Muslims on moral issues. He supervises and sanctions the content of the website. Nothing appears there without his approval.


The IslamOnline website denounces homosexuals as 'perverted', 'abominable', and a 'corruption'. It authorises the execution of lesbians and gay men by 'burning or stoning to death'. The website also says it is permissible for a husband to 'beat' his wife, providing it is done 'lightly' and with his 'hands'.


The IslamOnline 'About Us' section confirms Dr Al-Qaradawi's responsibility for its content:


"Our goal is for this site to be worthy of your trust. To reach our goal, a committee of the major scholars throughout the Islamic world, headed by Dr. Yusuf Qaradawi, was formed. Its role is to ensure that nothing on this site violates the fixed principles of Islamic law (Shar'ia)."


The IslamOnline website gives several examples of Dr Al-Qaradawi's endorsement of violence against women and his endorsement of the execution of gay people. 

